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A YOUNG SPEAKER VOICES TIME-
TESTED IDEALS

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 5, 1996

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, Hubert Hum-
phrey, a distinguished former Vice President
and Senator, observed over 50 years ago, that
‘‘It is not enough to merely defend democracy.
To defend it may be to lose it; to extend it is
to strengthen it. Democracy is not property; it
is an idea.’’ One of the best ways of extending
our democratic ideals is to help more Ameri-
cans, both young and old, improve their ap-
preciation for democracy. Tracey Sierras of
Bay City, MI, has exemplified this effort with
her outstanding participation in this year’s
Voice of Democracy contest, sponsored by the
Veterans’ of Foreign Wars, in which she was
selected as the best speaker in the State of
Michigan, and this week is participating in the
national finals here in Washington.

Tracey is the manifestation of what we want
our young people to be. She is concerned
about her community and nation, as evi-
denced by her efforts in this year’s speaking
contest. She understands the importance of
the eloquence of words being followed with
the commitment of action. She is vice presi-
dent of Bay City All Saints High School stu-
dent council, and has been actively involved
with Students Against Drunk Driving. She
leads by example, including her outstanding
3.5 grade point average.

Competing for achievement is nothing new
for Tracey. She has done it this year in Michi-
gan, and is facing our Nation’s best here in
Washington. She is planning on making her
presence known internationally as she has set
her long-term goal on becoming an inter-
national business lawyer. She will take more
concrete steps towards the goal when she en-
ters Saginaw Valley State University, my alma
mater, this fall, putting to good use the schol-
arship she won as part of the Voice of Democ-
racy contest.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when we seem to
hear stories about young people who are
heading down the wrong path, who have failed
to set goals for themselves and do not appre-
ciate what life has to offer to them, it is impor-
tant and refreshing for us to learn about capa-
ble, energetic and focused young people like
Tracey Sierras. I know her parents, Randy
and Judy, are rightly proud of their daughter.
I want to add for the record that all of us in
Bay City and in the fifth district are proud of
her, too.

I congratulate Tracey on her accomplish-
ments, as I do all of the other State winners.
I urge all of our colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating her as we prepare to welcome this
new generation of new thoughtful leaders to
the proud heritage of our Nation.

HONORING VICTOR CRAWFORD,
1933–1996

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 5, 1996

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to take
this opportunity to honor Victor Crawford, who
died March 2, 1996, at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital in Baltimore, MD. Mr. Crawford was a
leader and a national spokesman in the fight
to curb tobacco use.

Mr. Crawford served in Maryland’s State
legislature for over 26 years. After he retired
from his legislative career, Mr. Crawford be-
came a lobbyist. One of his largest lobbying
contracts was with the tobacco industry, in-
cluding the Tobacco Institute, which paid him
over $20,000 in fees.

As a tobacco lobbyist, Mr. Crawford used
his considerable legislative and personal skills
to derail a number of State initiatives that
would have curbed tobacco use in public
places and by young people. ‘‘I was in it for
the money,’’ he said, ‘‘and I was never con-
cerned if people were dying.’’

Mr. Crawford’s views on tobacco radically
changed after he was diagnosed with cancer,
a product of his lifelong smoking addiction. He
became an eloquent and persuasive speaker
on the issue of tobacco. His message was
clear and sobering, ‘‘It’s too late for me, but
it’s not too late for you.’’

By appearing on ‘‘60 Minutes’’, Massachu-
setts’ Department of Public Health’s ‘‘Let’s
Make Smoking History’’ campaign, and a radio
address with President Clinton, Victor
Crawford made a difference in the fight
against youth tobacco use. His was a credible
voice, a man who realized he had made a
mistake and wanted to make amends.

Mr. Crawford will be missed not only by his
family and friends but also by countless chil-
dren who listened to his message and decided
not to start smoking. His legacy will include
thousands of healthy lives that otherwise
would have ended prematurely from tobacco
related illnesses.
f

HONORING THE SPRINGFIELD
INTER-SERVICE CLUB COUNCIL
AWARD WINNERS

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 5, 1996

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to rise today and pay tribute to some
very special people in Virginia’s 11th District.
These are individuals who put the good of
their community above their own needs.
These people received awards from the
Springfield Inter-Service Club Council ISCC on
February 20, 1996.

The Springfield ISCC was founded in 1986
to coordinate the good works of the numerous

service clubs and civic organizations in the
greater Springfield community. Today more
than 60 clubs, civic organizations, and agen-
cies are affiliated with the ISCC.

Mr. Speaker, the following individuals who
received awards for their distinguished service
to the community are:

Sylvia Bonner. Sylvia has been a Girl
Scouts Council of the Nation’s Capital Service
Unit comanager in the central Springfield area
since 1992, Sylvia has worked hard to build a
strong cohesive program for the youth of our
community. Most recently she has picked up
the banner of the Springfield Santa refurbishes
experienced toys for needy children during the
holidays. Under her leadership Santa’s Green
Elves are keeping a Springfield tradition alive.

John Garilli. John with his guide dog, Guy,
has served the Springfield-Franconia Host
Lions Club as secretary, vice president, flea
market chairman, sight chairman, and commu-
nications chairman. He is founder and advisor
for the Leo Club at Hayfield High School. John
and Guy also serve as spokesman for Leader
Dog in the Washington metro area.

Mr. Speaker, the following individuals who
received awards for their outstanding commu-
nity service are:

Dominick Caridi. Dominick has been a tire-
less and resourceful Boy Scout leader. He led
the Scouting for Food Drive in southern Fair-
fax County and the city of Alexandria. Under
his exceptional leadership and enthusiasm the
Scouts collected more than 80 tons of food for
the hungry residents of the Greater Washing-
ton area.

Robert E. Denny. Robert, an author, a Civil
War historian, a tireless volunteer who has
worked on the developmental programs for se-
verely handicapped residents of the Northern
Virginia Training Center.

Bob Lund. Bob serves the community in
many ways. As the coordinator of volunteer ef-
forts to maintain the grounds at the Pohick
Regional Library, he has coordinated the ef-
forts of over 35 Eagle Scout service projects,
serving as mentor and role model to countless
young people and saving the community un-
told costs.

Lt. Tyrone Morrow. Lieutenant Morrow of
the Fairfax County Police Department serves
his community in many ways. In addition to his
unselfish service as a police officer he serves
as a mentor and role model for children at risk
of being lost to education. Through his per-
sonal efforts as a tutor and through his inspi-
rational example and ability to recruit others to
serve as tutors, Lt. Morrow has instituted on-
going projects to help young people in our
community who had nowhere to turn.

Mr. Speaker, the following individuals re-
ceived the Award for Persons of the Year:

Carl and Betty Kohlmeier. Carl and Betty
have been unsung heroes in our community
since 1959. In service to the victims of family
violence, helping the Northern Virginia Hotline,
active in the United Methodist Church, and
feeding the needy through ‘‘Lazarus at the
Gate.’’ With seemingly endless energy and a
gift to know what is right they have quietly and


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-29T15:42:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




